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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, TPHY, JA 

SUBJECT: RESULTS OF GOJ STUDY OF VINYL CHLORIDE LEACHING FROM PVC 
CONTAINERS 

REF: 76 TOKYO 15464 

1 . THE GOJ HAS RELEASED THE RESULTS OF A STUDY ON THE HAZARDS OF 
USING PVC IN FOOD CONTAINERS DONE BY THE TOKYO METROPOLITAN 
GOVERNMENT RESEARCH LABORATORY OF PUBLIC HEALTH. THE STUDY 
ENCOMPASSED 12 DIFFERENT KINDS OF PVC CONTAINERS WITH AMOUNTS OF 
RESIDUAL VINYL CHLORIDE MONOMER RANGING FROM 0.3 PPM TO 108 PPM. 
THREE SETS OF CONTAINERS WERE FILLED WITH SOY SAUCE, WORCESTERSHIRE 
SAUCE 

AND SALAD OIL RESPECTIVELY. THE CONTAINERS WERE ALL 
EXAMINED AT REGULAR INTERVALS OVER A PERIOD OF MONTHS OF DETERMINE 
THE LEVEL OF MONOMER WHICH HAD LEACHED INTO THE LIQUID THEREIN. 

2. PROBABLY AS COULD HAVE BEEN ANTICIPATED, THE OIL WAS MORE 
EFFECTIVE THAN AQUEOUS SOLUTIONS IN LEACHING VC MONOMER FROM 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PLASTIC, AND THE AMOUNT AND RATE OF MONOMER LEACHING 
WAS PROPORTIONAL TO MONOMER CONCENTRATION IN THE PVC. 

3. JAPANESE CONTAINER MANUFACTURERS ARE PRESENTLY 
VOLUNTARILY LIMITING THE VINYL CHLORIDE MONOMER CONTENT 
OF THEIR PVC CONTAINERS TO LESS THAN ONE PPM. THE REPORT, 

THEREFORE, CONCLUDES THAT THERE IS LITTLE DANGER TO HEALTH 
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FROM THE PVC CONTAINERS. THE REPORT DOES WARN AGAINST 
CONTAINERS WITH VINYL CHLORIDE MONOMER CONTENTS IN EXCESS 
OF ONE PPM. 

4. IF ADDRESSEES WISH QUANTITATIVE DATA, PLEASE ADVISE. 

HODGSON 
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